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Foreword 

IS0 (the international Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through IS0 technical committees. Each member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. IS0 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all 
matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the IS0 Council. They are approved in accordance with IS0 procedures requiring at 
least 75 % approval by the member bodies voting. 

International Standard IS0 9878 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 171, 
Micrographics and optical memories for document and image recording, storage and 
use. 
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Introduction 

Because of the increasing international interest in the design and use of graphical sym- 
bols, this International Standard presents a certain number of graphical symbols ap- 
plicable to micrographics, in the synopsis given in clause 3 (additional symbols will be 
published as they become available). The numbers of the symbols in this standard are 
those appearing in IS0 7000 as assigned by lSO/TC 145 which is responsible for stan- 
dardization in the field of graphical symbols. 

A graphical symbol is defined as an optically perceptible figure produced by means of 
writing, drawing, printing, or other techniques. It is used to transmit a message and 
represents an object or concept in clearly understandable manner, independently of 
any language. The principles for the uniform presentation and publication of graphical 
symbols are laid down in IS0 3461. 

NOTE - Information on the availability and price of single standard symbols on aperture cards 
suitable for photographic reproduction is available from the ISO/TC 145 secretariat or from the 
IS0 Central Secretariat in Geneva. 
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